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Summary
I was asked to produce a tree inventory before development. I was provided a survey for
reference. No Site Plan was reviewed. One Exceptional tree found on site, tree #1.
Assignment & Scope of Report
This report outlines the site inspections by John A. Kenney, of Steep Slope Tree Consulting, LLC.
Methods
What I did do
I followed City of Seattle regulations cited below.
Tree Measurement
“Measurement of Tree Diameter Diameter at breast height (dbh), which means the diameter
of a tree trunk measured at 4.5 feet above average grade, is used in determining the diameter
of existing trees. Where a tree has a branch(es) or swelling that interferes with measurement
at 4.5 feet above average grade or where a tree tapers below this point, the diameter is
measured at the most narrow point below 4.5 feet. For trees located on a slope, the 4.5 feet is
measured from the average of the highest and lowest ground points or, on very steep slopes
where this is not possible, the lowest practical point on the uphill side. Where a tree splits into
several trunks close to ground level, the dbh for the tree is the square root of the sum of the
dbh for each individual stem squared (example with 3 stems: dbh = square root [(stem1)2 +
(stem2)2 +(stem3)2 ])”.(DPD 3)
Size Threshold
“I documented the diameter and species of each significant tree on site or close border tree.
I then referenced The City of Seattle Director's rule 16-2008 and noted if any trees measured
are Exceptional. I also followed the directors rule following statement.
“Trees with a diameter at breast height (dbh), defined in this rule, that is equal to or greater
than the threshold diameters listed in Table 1 are considered exceptional unless
they fail to meet the risk criteria discussed in the following section. For all species not
listed in Table 1, the threshold diameter is 30” or 75% of the largest documented
diameter for a tree of that species in Seattle, whichever is less, as noted in Trees of
Seattle, 2nd edition by Arthur Lee Jacobson. If no tree diameter or circumference is
listed in this source, the threshold diameter is 30” or 65% of the largest documented
diameter for a tree of that species in Washington, whichever is less, as noted in
Champion Trees of Washington State by Robert Van Pelt””. (DPD 2)
Tree Grove
“A grove means a group of 8 or more trees 12” in diameter or greater that form a continuous
canopy. Trees that are part of a grove shall also be considered exceptional unless they fail to
meet the risk criteria discussed in the following section. Trees that are less than 12” in
diameter that are part of a grove’s continuous canopy cannot be removed if their removal may
damage the health of the grove. Street trees shall not be included in determining whether a
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group of trees is a grove”.(DPD 2)
Risk Assessment
“Trees that meet the size threshold or grove definition discussed above shall be considered
exceptional unless DPD finds that the tree or trees should be removed based on a risk
assessment produced by a qualified professional. In making this determination, a qualified
professional will consider crown size, structure, disease, past maintenance practice, potential
damage to existing or future targets, risk mitigation options, and, when development is
proposed, the likelihood of survival after construction. Red alders, black cottonwoods, and
bitter cherries shall not be considered exceptional trees except as part of a grove”.(DPD 3)
I then documented the diameter and species of each significant tree on site or close border
tree. Border trees and trees on adjacent property’s from the work site were estimated.
Previous tree measurements and ID from the surveyor were ignored, locations
were used.
I measured the drip lines of all Exceptional trees and most border trees. All tree
diameter measurement in inches.
What I did not do
Shrubs defined in the book Trees and Shrubs by Philip Edinger and published by
Sunset Books, were not measured because they are not considered trees.
I did not use GPS or GIS.
I did not trespass.
I did not assess any tree for risk.
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Size
inches

Exceptional

Drip line radius all
sides unless noted in
feet
(For Exceptional
and border trees,
trees over 24” )

Condition/Str
ucture
(Poor, fair,
good,
excellent)

Health
(Poor, fair,
good,
excellent)

Comments

1

western red
cedar, Thuja
plicata

34.8

Yes

20
No new
encroachment
into drip line

fair

good

Possible decay
column west side.
Multiple tops.

2

western red
cedar, Thuja
plicata

22

No
Adjacent
tree

16 from fence
No new
encroachment
into drip line

Fair

good

Multiple tops

estimate

3

flowering cherry,
Prunus serrula

10

No

good

Good

No leaves,
seasonal

4

flowering cherry,
Prunus serrula

14

No
Adjacent
tree

5

fair

fair

No leaves,
seasonal

5

flowering cherry,
Prunus serrula

16

No
Adjacent
tree

8

fair

good

No leaves,
seasonal

6

Chinese holy,
Ilex cornuta

8

No

fair

fair

7

paper
birch,Betula
papyrifera

8

No

In city right of
way

poor

fair

No leaves,
seasonal

8

paper
birch,Betula
papyrifera

8

No

In city right of
way

fair

fair

No leaves,
seasonal
bad pruning in
crown

Conclusions
One Exceptional tree found on site, tree #1.
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Work Cited
DPD Director's Rule 16-2008-Designation of Exceptional Trees
Glossary
DBH: diameter at breast height: the diameter of the trunk measured at 54 inches
(4.5 feet) above grade.
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions
1. A Field examination of the site was made 12/5/2016. My observations and conclusions are
as of that date.
2. Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct. It is assumed that
this property is not in violation of any codes, statutes, ordinances, or other governmental
regulations. No responsibility is assumed for legal matters.
3.

Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. However, the consultant
can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information provided by others.

4.

The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or attend court by reason of this
report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including additional fees.

5. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant, and the
consultant fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a specified value, a stipulated
result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.
6. All trees possess the risk of failure. Trees can fail at any time, with or without obvious
defects, and with or without applied stress.
7. Drawings and information contained in this report may not be to scale and are intended to be
used as points of reference only. The reproduction of information generated by other
consultants is for coordination and ease of reference. Inclusion of such information does not
constitute a representation by the consulting arborist, as to the sufficiency or accuracy of the
information.
8. Unless expressed otherwise, information in this report covers only items that were examined,
and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection. The inspection is limited to
visual examination of accessible items without laboratory analysis, dissection, excavation,
probing, or coring, unless otherwise stated.
9. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies of the
plants or property in question may not arise in the future.
10. The consultant’s role is only to make recommendations; actions or inaction’s on the part of
the client are not the responsibility of the consultant.
11. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.

